
CHAPTER XXXV 

"OLD, UNHAPPY, FAR-OFF THINGS" 

CASUALTIES 

Every New England town has its tragedies, its victims of the forest 
and the waters. Highways and bridges, made for safety and con
venience, have also taken their toll of human life. It is probable that 
many "old, unhappy, far-off things and battles long ago" of the early 
days of Jaffrey have faded from the sensation of an hour, through 
dimming tradition, into oblivion. It is the purpose of the following 
pages to preserve brief accounts of deaths, so far as known, from 
burning, drowning, lightning, murder, suicide, accidental shooting, 
virulent distempers, and serious injuries, together with other unusual 
happenings. 

The first accidental death in Jaffrey of which record remains was that of 
Arthur Clark, who came from Sherborn, Mass. Rev. Laban Ainsworth in his 
diary gives the name as David Clark and the date as Feb. 27, 1784, when Capt. 
Jedediah Sanger's house was burned and in it Clark lost his life on "ye evening 
of the 27th preceding the coldest day in ye year." No particulars are given. 
Arthur Clark served in the Revolution from Sherborn, from its beginning to end, 
after which he came to Jaffrey to work for his former neighbor, Captain Sanger, 
on the latter's farm near Gap Mountain. 

Oct. 8, 1785. In 1777 Ebenezer Stratton with his wife and infant son, also 
named Ebenezer, came from Princeton, Mass., to Jaffrey, and lived on the farm 
in Squantum village at present owned by Lucius A. Garfield. The house at that 
time stood a few rods east of its present location, looking down upon the sawmill 
pond at the south. As soon as the son was old enough to run about, he seemed 
irresistibly attracted to the pond, only a short distance away. With a mother's 
solicitude, Mrs. Stratton was greatly concerned for the safety of her child, and 
constantly urged her husband to remove to some other locality. In response to 
the wishes of his wife, in 1779 he removed to the west part of Jaffrey and lived a 
short distance north of the present Adams Corner. In 1784 he returned and 
settled near the.shore of Bullet Pond in Rindge, about a mile from his former resi
dence. The next year, Oct. 8, 1785, the child, Ebenezer, then eight years old, 
went with his father to mill by the same sawmill pond, and while playing with the 
boys of the neighborhood, fell, or was pushed, from a crude raft into the pond 
and was drowned. 

April 28, 1786, Jonathan Jewett, aged 47, died at sea while on a voyage to 
Maine. 

Feb. 13, 1788, occurred a tragedy that has its permanent record on a slate head
stone in the old graveyard at Jaffrey Center, in the death of Isaac Spofford, an 
eight year old boy, who lost his life in the burning of the Rev. Laban Ainsworth's 
house. 
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Jan. 17, 1792, a boy by the name of Robbins froze to death. 

March 23, 1792, Samuel Stanley, who lived on the present W. E. Nutting farm, 
was killed by a falling tree. 

Apr. 17, 1793, a four months old child of Mr. (Nathan) Boynton died, "which 
was scolt" (scalded). (Ainsworth record.) 

Jan. 7, 1794, John Butters and his wife, living on the south side of the old Peter
borough road, west of the so-called Donovan farm, went out for an evening call, 
leaving alone at home four children, John, ten years old, Cena, six, Polly, four, 
and Maria Theresa, two. By some unknown means, probably a brand from the 
fireplace, the house caught fire and all four children lost their lives. The house 
was never rebuilt, and the parents soon after left town. 

June 17, 1795, John Dutton, a young man of 22 years, who lived pear Gilmore 
Pond, on the present Kimball farm, was killed by a falling tree .• _...-, 

July 2, 1801, Oliver Bacon, eight-year-old son of Lt. Oliver Bacon, was killed 
by lightning. 

Feb. 28, 1804, a young girl, Nancy Thorndike Lincoln, daughter of Dr. Luke 
Lincoln of New Boston, N. H., but formerly of Jaffrey, while on a visit to the 
family of her grandfather, Joseph Thorndike, of Jaffrey, was burned by her clothes 
taking fire in some unknown manner. The family were away at a funeral at the 
time, except two small boys who were in the barn. She ran out of doors with her 
clothes in fhmes. Neighbors came to her assistance, but too late. She died in 
fourteen hours and was buried in Jaffrey. 

July 29, 1807, Oliver Spaulding, aged 22, while a student at Dartmouth College, 
was drowned in the Connecticut River. 

March 19, 1810, Sally, daughter of Levi Johnson, died "of the Spotted fever 



OLD, UNHAPPY, FAR-OFF THINGS 685 

after 9 Hours sickness, the same day two more of Mr. Johnsons children with the 
Spotted fever." (Ainsworth record .. ) 

Aug. 21, 1810, the dwelling house of Col. Benjamin Prescott in Jaffrey was 
struck by lightning causing great devastation. There were nine people in the 
house at the time. A daughter was struck down and stunned. The bolt struck 
the chimney, rent the ridge pole, tore up the floor of a chamber, split a chest of 
drawers, and broke a bedstead. It then went down to the cellar partly stripping 
each end of the house, and tore a hole in the ground under the barrel from which 
Colonel Prescott was drawing a pitcher of cider. Both were spared, but the bolt 
passed so near that it scorched the Colonel's foot. 

Feb. 21, 1813, Captain Samuel Adams died of typhoid fever, and his wife, 
Lucy, "Sick 48 houres," died of the same disease two days later. Both were 
buried in the same grave. 

Oct. 15, 1813, a strange drowning accident occurred in Jaffrey, when Mrs. 
Deborah (Goodnow) Stone, 70 years of age, in attempting to cross a ditch in 
Mineral Spring Village, on a plank laid across for a bridge, fell face down into the 
ditch and was drowned in ten inches of water. She made her home with her son, 
Lt. John Stone, of Jaffrey. 

Oct. 25, 1815, Ebenezer Horton was killed "by the bursting of a musket." 

Jan. 13, 1818, Alpheus Brigham Foster, aged 10 years, only son of Jedediah 
Foster, died as the result of an accident five days before when he led a horse to 
water. He was picked up unconscious, with a fractured skull, having been trod
den upon by the horse. Surgeons removed eight pieces from his skull. 

July 16, 1819, Hitty, one year old daughter of Samuel Pierce, Jr., was drowned 
in a tub of water. 

Sept. 15, 1819, Oliver Carter, 76 years old, was killed by falling from a road 
wharfing. 

May 7, 1821, Mary (Kingman) Pope, aged 78 years, widow of Capt. William 
Pope, hung herself in the loft over the ell or shed of her home. "./ 

Oct. 24, 1822, George Underwood, nine years old, son of Jereme Underwood, 
was killed instantly by the overturning of a cart. 

July 10, 1825, Isaac Nutting, aged 44, was drowned while bathing in Frost 
Pond, near which he lived. 

Aug. 24, 1826, Lucretia (Wilder) Joslin, aged 57, wife of Joseph Joslin, was 
killed by being thrown from a carriage while on a visit at Charlton, Mass. 

July 19, 1827, George Gilmore, four years old, the only son of John Gilmore, 
was thrown from a wagon and run over. He got up and walked s.everal rods, 
but lived only fifteen minutes after the accident. 

Feb. 25, 1829, Jesse Butters, who lived on the present Will Cutter farm near 
the Rindge line, borrowed a horse at the Litch homestead, now owned by George 
0. Turner, and went to town for supplies. Sometime in the night, during a violent 
snowstorm, he returned and put the horse in the barn at the Litch place. Setting 
out from this point for home, a distance of about half a mile, he became bewild
ered and wandered from the road. The next day search was made throughout 
the surrounding country, but owing to the depth of the new-fallen snow, no trace 
of him was found. For weeks and months his disappearance was a subject of 
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speculation and daily comment. The following spring, two young ladies of the 
neighborhood, Polly Stevens and Luey Kimball, going out for a walk, jokingly 
remarked that they were going to find Jesse Butters. Coming up the hill from 
the south toward the Litch farm, they spied an object over the wall near a large 
rock maple tree, three or four rods from the highway, which attracted their at
tention. Upon closer investigation it was found to be the body of the lost man 
in a sitting position, just appearing above the melting snow, with a bottle of rum, 
partly consumed, by his side. 

Sept. 13, 1829, Alfred A., aged 14 months, 22 days, son of David H. Gilmore, 
was drowned in a well. 

March 6, 1832, a child of David Spaulding was burned resulting in its death. 
Details are not known. 

Oct. 25, 1833, Mrs. Chloe Stearns, aged 63, wife of John Stearns, died as the 
result of being "Burned." (Ainsworth record.) 

June 22, 1836, Julius C. Jewett, four years old, son of Ezra Jewett, was drowned. 

June, 1838, Hannah Jane Chapman, a girl twelve years old, in attempting to 
enter the old school house in district No. 2, by a back window, was caught by the 
sash falling upon her neck and held until she lost her life. 

January 2, 1839. There has been no greater tragedy in Jaffrey than the burn
ing to death of Samuel Abbott, of Wilton and Jaffrey, in the destruction by fire 
of the Starch Factory at Squantum Village on January 2, 1839, (see Mills). 

Feb. 17, 1840, Oliver B., infant son of Samuel Emery, was scalded to death. 

Oct. 6, 1840, as a Mr. and Mrs. Batchelder of Andover, Vt., returning from a 
visit in Townsend, Mass., were descending a hill in Jaffrey, the hold-back strap 
broke and their horse got clear. The carriage was over-turned by going over a 
bank, and Mrs. Batchelder was instantly killed by wounds from a blow upon her 
head when thrown from the carriage. Mr. Batchelder escaped unhurt. 

Nov. 12, 1845, occurred a tragedy in the Cheshire mill that is told with the 
poignancy of parental grief by the following gravestone inscription: 

In Memory of 
RICHARD P. WARREN 

Who was kill'd in the 
Factory of A. Bascom & Co. 

Nov. 12, 1845, AE. 21 y. 1 m. & 25 d. 

Thus mysteriously pass'd away 
a dutiful Son, an affectionate 
Brother, a devoted friend; in 

life respected; in death lamented, 
His dying words were praise the 

Lord; Come, Jesus, Come!!! 

Angel of Death, why didst thou Single 
Him from all our friends, and on his 
Heart strings place thy fatal lance? 
Why blasted all our hopes so Soon? 
Why fill'd so Soon our Cup of Joy, 

With deep heartrending grief? 
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Jan. 3, 1853, James H. Butler, a boy of eleven years of age, son of James P. and 
Eliza (Matthews) Butler of East Jaffrey, was drowned in the Contoocook River 
while skating. 

June 16, 1853, in the afternoon, "a yoke of oxen and 5 sheep belonging to 
Charles Davidson were killed by lightning while in the pasture. The dwelling 
of Daniel French of East Jaffrey was also struck, but little damage was done. No 
one in the house received any injury. About 20 rods distant from Mr. French's 
house, the barn of Joseph Joslin was also struck, injuring the barn but slightly, 
the fluid passing near where a horse stood in the barn." (New Hampshire Sen
tinel.) 

July 8, 1853, William Penn Lewis, of Boston, a youth of seventeen, was run 
over by a cart loaded with hay and injured so that he died in a few hours. He 
was spending a few weeks in Jaffrey at the home of Levi Daggett, then owner of 
the mills in the village known as Slab City. 

Nov. 5, 1856, Benjamin B. Stanley was killed by the accidental discharge of a 
gun in the hands of another boy. 

In September, 1859, William Moors, who lived in the south part of East Jaffrey 
village, the former Blodgett farm, was returning from New Ipswich and when 
near East Jaffrey Village his horse took fright and threw him from the wagon, his 
head striking upon a rock with such force that his skull was crushed in a frightful 
manner. Twenty-four pieces of bone were taken from the skull. Others in the 
wagon with him were not injured. He lived until the following Nov. 12, when 
he died as the result of the accident. 

Apr. 30, 1860, a fatal accident happened at the Cheshire Mill when John Hamil
ton, eleven years old, son of Thomas Hamilton, an overseer at the mill, while at 
play in the mill jumped into a moving belt and was carried over the pulleys before 
they could be stopped. He died about 20 minutes after the accident. 

Feb. 27, 1862, Luther W. Durant committed suicide by hanging. 

May 8, 1864, Ralph Emery, aged 67, committed suicide by hanging. 

July 11, 1864, George Marshall, nineteen years of age, the youngest son of Capt. 
Abel Marshall, was killed by lightning. "The bolt struck near the chimney which 
it shattered on one side, but no marks were seen near the door where the young 
man stood nor upon his person. He breathed once or twice after assistance reached 
him and then expired." (New Hampshire Sentinel, July 14, 1864.) 

Sept. 14, 1864, returning from an auction on Peabody Hill, Josiah Sawyer, 
aged 64, was killed by a run-away horse. In descending a hill, a colt in the line 
of wagons became unmanageable and bolted down the hill with the front wheels 
of the wagon. So far as possible the teams made room in the narrow road. In 
the excitement of the moment, Mr. Sawyer and his son, who was with him, 
jumped out, Mr. Sawyer into the path of the run-away. He was struck by one 
of the wheels and so injured that he died in about two hours. 

July 4, 1865. Ellen Heald, aged 12, adopted daughter of Charles Verder, was 
drowned while fishing by falling or being pushed from a stone on the west bank 
of Contoocook River, at the rear of the two-story house on North street, north of 
White Brothers' cloth room. 

June 14, 1868. Charles H. Brigham, one year old son of Levi Brigham, lost 
his life by falling into a tub of soft soap. 
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August, 1870. "A singular stroke of lightning occurred in Jaffrey during a 
thunder shower week before last. It struck a hill of corn in the cornfield of Mr. 
Charles Bacon, near Upton's Mill, shivering it into shreds, and was traced from 
thence by the burnt grass and shivered pumpkin vines a distance of ten rods, in 
one direction, and eight and a half in another, and two rods in still another." 
(Peterborough Transcript, Aug. 20, 1870.) 

Nov. 19, 1870. Thomas Wellman, aged 70, returning from East Jaffrey village 
to his home on the Wellman farm over the river east from the present Hadley 
Crossing, mistook the road and turned at the Pi~rce Crossing up over the hill past 
the Dexter Pierce place, and after confused wandering about, found shelter in the 
barn cellar of the Major Nay place in Sharon, where he was found frozen to death 
two days later. His disappearance caused great excitement in town; church 
bells were rung, and about two hundred people joined in the search. When the 
body was found, a general ringing of bells indicated to the scattered population 
that the search was over. 

Feb. 22, 1872. Abraham Whitney, who lived on the Mountain on the site of 
present Ardsley Cottage, was killed by a fall into the cellar. 

Aug. 6, 1872. Lightning struck the barn of Oliver Bacon in the afternoon and 
killed a horse belonging to Luke Carter. It also tore up the floors and shook the 
underpinning. No one was injured, although Mr. Carter and a son of Mr. Bacon 
were in the barn at the time. 

May 16, 1873. Mrs. Sarah (Mower) Jewell, aged 65, widow of Dexter Jewell, 
died from a fracture of the skull by being thrown from a carriage while visiting 
in Ashburnham, Mass. 

Dec. 13, 1873. Mrs. Sarah Fassett died from injuries received by being thrown 
from a carriage in Troy when the horse took fright and ran away. 

Aug. 30, 1874. George A. Law, 15 year old son of Charles D. Law, was acci
dentally shot on the island in Contoocook Lake by the discharge of his own gun 
while hunting ducks with a boy companion. 

March, 1875. After the completion of the Monadnock Railroad, Austin 
0. Pierce, a boy about eleven years old, son of Dexter Pierce, who lived on the 
present Jurva place, east of Pierce's Crossing, was riding an untrained colt, which, 
frightened by the train at the point where the old highway ran side by side north 
of Cheshire Factory, became unmanageable and with its rider was struck by the 
engine on a crossing now abandoned and thrown many feet. The colt was so 
badly mangled that it was immediately killed to relieve its suffering. The boy, 
miraculously unhurt, sprang to his feet, his only concern being for the animal 
which he repeatedly declared was "an alfired good colt." 

December, 1875. Four young children of Antoine La Rock, living on the early 
Richard Davis place in the northwest corner of the town, died within eight days 
of each other from a virulent attack of black diphtheria: Josie Marie, aged five, 
on Dec. 15; David John. three, on Dec. 16; Ruth E., seven, on Dec. 18; and Rosie 
Belle, nine, on Dec. 22. 

Aug. 13, 1877. Frederick Hart, aged 17, was drowned. Details are not 
known. 

October, 1876. "One day last week the body of Charles Emery, a Jaffrey 
soldier, who died at Washington in 1863, was taken up for the purpose of rear-
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ranging the family burial lot in Conant Cemetery and was found to be turned to 
stone. It was estimated that the weight was 600 to 700 pounds. When alive, 
his weight was 125 pounds. His features, clothing and the flower wreath in his 
coffin were all as perfect as they were the day he was buried." (New Hampshire 
Sentinel, Oct. 19, 1876.) 

About the first of March, 1878, Frank Farnum, a boy about eight years old, 
tending a planing machine for Lyman K. Farnum in Gilmore's mill, slipped or 
stumbled against the machine in such a way that his hand was caught and drawn 
under the rolls and so mangled that amputation of his arm above the elbow was 
necessary. He was the son of Franklin Leighton and adopted child of Mr. Far
num. 

July 1, 1878. Frank W. Mower committed suicide. 

December, 1878. Jesse Plumer Pierce was thrown from a sulky and injured 
by being kicked in the forehead by a horse he was training. By skillful surgery 
on the part of Dr. 0. H. Bradley, his life was saved though he never fully recov
ered his former robust health. His skull was crushed and several pieces of bone 
were removed from the center of his forehead, leaving a marked depression. 

July 4, 1879. Freeman Hill, aged 24, during a Fourth of July celebration, was 
seriously injured early in the morning by the explosion of a cannon in Main street 
in front of the old Coburn house, which stood on the site of the present A. & P. 
store. The cannon was blown into several pieces and some of these crashed 
through the Coburn house, doing considerable damage, but injuring no one. Other 
fragments flying in the opposite direction hit the Granite State Hotel and broke 
the brick work in one or more places. It was first supposed and reported that 
Hill would lose a leg but by skillful surgery the leg was saved. He is now (1932) 
living in Brooklyn, N. Y., still active in his trade as machinist, and showing no 
sign of the injury which threatened to cripple him for life. 

July 28, 1879. Thomas A. Stearns was killed by being thrown from a carriage 
when turning from the Dublin road to the road leading to the present Peter Proc
tor place, on which he lived. 

April, 1880, "a child belonging to a French family on Peterborough Road was 
scalded to death." 

Aug. 19, 1880. James P. Clay, aged 63, committed suicide by hanging. 

Nov. 6, 1882. "George W. Stevens died last Monday, Nov. 6. He had been 
in poor health for some time but the immediate cause of his death was a fall in 
his barn the previous Saturday which resulted in a broken hip and other injuries." 
(New Hampshire Sentinel.) 

Oct. 17, 1884. Charles A. Haggett, aged 31, a visitor in Jaffrey, committed 
suicide by shooting. 

Jan. 30, 1885. George F. Gilmore committed suicide by taking corrosive 
sublimate. 

Dec. 7, 1885. Malvina Chaquette, aged 4 years, 7 months, 9 days, was 
burned. Details unknown. 

Jan. 1, 1886. Peter Market (probably Marquette), aged 43, of Peterborough, 
was found drowned in the canal above Cheshire Factory, the result of an alco
holic spree. 

44 
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June 13, 1887. William S. Phelps, aged 19 years, was drowned in Andover, 
Mass., while a student at Phillips Academy. 

Dec. 8, 1887. According to a newspaper item, an "infant child of a French
man leaped from the arms of brother into tub of hot water and scalded to death." 
The child was probably Philip Robert, aged 11 months, 22 days, who died on 
Dec. 8, 1887, as the result of being scalded. 

Oct. 19, 1889. J. Clark Stebbins, aged 23, of East Jaffrey, in attempting to 
board a freight train in the Cheshire Railroad yards at Keene, fell and had his 
right arm severed three inches above the elbow. 

July 1, 1891. Rev. Edward I. Ross, pastor of the Congregational Church at 
East Jaffrey, was drowned by the capsizing of a sail boat on Lake Contoocook. 

July 16, 1891. On a Thursday afternoon, the Fitchburg Railroad pay train 
struck a team at the crossing between Raymond's (present Hadley) Crossing and 
the bridge near Maloney Cut, north of No. 8 schoolhouse, and the driver, Miss 
Florence Taft, was instantly killed. With her was Mrs. Asahel Raymond, who 
was not seriously injured. The horse was carried 125 feet and thrown into the 
river. Miss Taft, a most attractive young lady, was a clerk in the drug store of 
Dr. G. C. Duncan at East Jaffrey, and her home was in Greenville, N. H. 

September, 1891. A strange accident that came very near having serious con
sequences happened near Cheshire School house No. 8, in Jaffrey. A wagon 
containing a loaded shot gun was standing in front of the schoolhouse when an 
apple thrown accidentally hit the horse causing him to kick the wagon in such a 
way that the gun was discharged and three girls were injured. One girl received 
sixteen to twenty shots in the leg, another was shot through the lip and had one 
tooth broken, and a third received serious wounds in the abdomen. 

Dec. 3, 1891. Allan, four year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Milan Cook, was 
drowned by breaking through thin ice in Contoocook River. 

Dec. 31, 1893. "The chimney of Mr. Michael O'Brien's house took fire on 
Saturday, Dec. 30. A ladder was placed up to the roof and Mary, oldest daugh
ter, climbed up while her father was in the house. She slipped and fell fracturing 
her skull and died Sunday forenoon." (The Peterborough Transcript.) She 
was thirteen years of age. 

Nov. 28, 1894. Mrs. Caleb K. Martin died from the effects of burns received 
five weeks before. 

Apr. 7, 1895. William T. Webster, who was seriously injured in the tack shop 
on Thursday, March 28, died from the effects of his injuries, Sunday, April 7, 1895. 

July 20, 1895. Charles N. Mathewson, aged 26, and Fred J. Taylor, two 
young men of East Jaffrey, were drowned while fishing near the railroad spile 
bridge in Contoocook River. 

Jan. 6, 1897. Loren Kinsley Sawtelle, 3 year old son of Henry H. Sawtelle, 
died from the effects of burns received the day before when he was sitting near 
the kitchen stove and a spark set his clothes on fire. 

March 7, 1897. Two men, Crosby A. Lakin and Charles Knowlton, lost their 
lives in the burning of a house on North street, owned by E. 0. McCarthy and 
occupied at the time by the family of John Gobeil. 

Feb. 16, 1898. "Edward Lafrenier met with quite a loss at his place near 
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Lincoln Corner, last Wednesday in the big storm. The wind raised the roof of 
the barn, releasing hold of the frame and letting the stable floor fall, hanging up 
four cattle and letting a horse through to the cellar. The cattle were all found 
dead." (The Peterborough Transcript, Feb. 24, 1898.) 

July, 1899. Mrs. Lucy M. Potter, aged 70, who lived near Fitchburg but was 
stopping with E. Fairbanks in Jaffrey, received fatal injuries in a carriage acci
dent on the road below the Mountain House. 

Jan. 23, 1900. Two children of Oliver Ethier, Bernadette, a. 5 yrs., and Alfred, 
a. 3 yrs., slid into the Contoocook River while coasting and were drowned, Tues
day, Jan. 23. 

With the new century beginning January, 1900, time and chance 
and the weariness of life have taken their heavy toll as before, but 
their poignant memories are too near the hearts of many living for 
the present record. They are left to be the "old, unhappy, far-off 
things, .. of the future historians. 

ONE WHO DIED y OUNG 

Hannah Jane, b. Dec. 15, 1825;killed by the fall of a window sash upon her 
neck.-Chapman Genealogy. 

Widow Hannah Chapman came to Jaffrey from Peterborough about 
1832 with six children, the oldest about fifteen years of age. She 
lived in Factory Village, now East Jaffrey, and probably worked to 
support her family, in the cotton mill. The Chapmans were of good 
family but John Chapman, dying at the age of forty, when his oldest 
son was ten years old, left his family poorly fitted to manage the home
stead on which they lived, and other means of subsistence became 
necessary. In Jaffrey the children, too young for work, were sent 
to the district school, then located beside the river nearly a mile 
southwest of the village, on the old Rindge road over Tyler Hill. 

It was the first day of the summer school in June, 1838, in old dis
trict Number two. The pupils went early that morning because 
those who got there first had the choice of seats. Hannah Jane was 
the prettiest girl in school. Ben Marvle said so when he was almost 
ninety, and his eye for feminine beauty still undimmed, gave assur
ance that his judgment of seventy years before must rest undisputed. 
One had to be up early in the morning to get ahead of Hannah Jane. 
The winding road over the hill and down by the river on the other 
side was the way to Rindge in those days. The schoolhouse was the 
old fashioned kind, small and square, with little windows close up 
under the eaves so that the eyes of the pupils would not be tempted 
to neglect the precepts on Wisdom's page and wander with the bum
blebees over the clover field or stray by the river and the meadow 
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where the red-wing blackbirds were playing about and ridiculing 
every human thing in sight except Hannah. 

It was quiet there by the river with only the gentlest ripple from 
the still flowing stream that seemed to add to the scholastic repose 
that brooded over the scene. It was only the blackbirds on a June 
morning and the big rough boys at play that were noisy when, the 
bell rang for school, and then only the blackbirds had the hardihood 
to disobey. There was scarcely a house in sight from the school, and 
Factory Village where most of the children lived, was down the river 
almost a mile away. They set the school house here in the geo
graphical center of the district so that all the early householders, the 
old Revolutionary fathers, might have equal rights for which they 
had fought and bled. The doctrine of the greatest good to the great
est number was untested then. 

The boys liked this place because, when they got big enough to 
row a boat, they could go all the way by the river from the factory 
dam to the schoolhouse, and they could fish at noon and recess. And 
better still, in winter the river was their icy highway and they could 
put on their skates and skate to school in next to no time at all. 

But this morning Hannah went alone over Tyler Hill; and she was 
so lightfooted she scarcely knew the hill was there. Would she be 
the first one at school and gain the coveted seat under the high win
dow on the girls' side in the back row, where she could look down on 
the whole school? She knew the game. She was twelve, and in the 
summer term she could sit with the big girls. 1f there were books 
on the shelf under the broad plank desk top that seat was preempted 
for the term. She reached the schoolhouse ahead of all the others, 
as she intended to do, and a quick thrill of triumph ran from her bare 
feet to her wavy hair. The door was locked but there were other 
ways. She looked eagerly about and found in the shed a four-foot 
stick of last winter's wood. Could she make it a ladder to reach the 
back window? It was heavy, but she was strong and soon she had it 
propped against the schoolhouse with one end on the ground. It was 
an acrobatic feat to climb to the top of her improvised ladder with 
her books and slate, but that also was no obstacle for Hannah. This 
accomplished, she must maintain her precarious balance while she 
lifted the sash and placed her books inside. There were no fasten
ings; the sash lifted easily but she had only her two hands to keep it 
in place and hold her books. With one hand she dropped her books 
and slate on the desk within. She had won; but it was a reaching, 
straining effort, and as she recovered her position, something gave 
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way under her feet. Her hands instinctively clutched the window 
sill, and the tipply log on which she stood slipped from beneath her 
feet and fell heavily to the ground. Had she not been so much alive 
she would have fallen with it; but she kept her hold and instantly 
the unsupported sash fell upon her neck. A little later two boys
early birds as they thought- came up the river in a boat and as they 
rounded the bend they saw an object hanging from the back window 
of the school house that made their hearts stand still. They hurried, 
all in a tremble, to the spot. They managed to release their school
mate and laid her on the grass, but there was a red mark across her 
throat they did not like to see, and Hannah, usually so vivacious, 
was still as she had never been before. 

One by one the pupils came and at last the teacher came also; and 
she said there would be no school that day and they all went home, 
and the schoolhouse and the river were as quiet as before. 

That was almost a hundred years ago. The schoolhouse has gone 
and only a sharp eye can detect its place by a slight depression in the 
field where it stood. The untraveled road has been succeeded by a 
modern highway that avoids Tyler Hill. Only the railroad near by 
with its crashing trains perpetuates the daily flow of human life. But 
places have memories, and whoever goes there now over the old road 
by the river, seeking communion with the past in the still hours of a 
sunny morning in June, or in the quiet of evening when the river is 
reddened with the beauty of the sunset, may hear in the soft ripple 
of the water and the silence of the hills a still small voice telling of 
something sorrowful that happened there long, long ago. 

FIRES 

The following record of buildings burned in Jaffrey has been com
piled after prolonged research from town records, tax lists, newspaper 
files and other sources and it is known to be incomplete. It includes 
only buildings totally destroyed or so nearly destroyed as to require 
rebuilding. The firewards appointed in 1827 and succeeding years 
were not required to keep records and apparently served without pay. 
It was not until the East Jaffrey Firemen's Company became an 
effective organization in 1848 that any written record of fires is found, 

· and even then the record is sometimes so lacking in detail as to make 
it difficult in later times to determine the place of the fire or the extent 
of the loss. 

Some houses were taken down and rebuilt or dragged entire by the 
assembled ox-power of the township to a more central and desirable 
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location in the villages. But doubtless others of the missing homes 
were destroyed by fire and the discouraged owner yielded to the lure 
of cheap and promising lands in the growing West, and thus began 
the unceasing drain upon the New England back country towns, not 
only of their taxable wealth, but of their producers and tax payers 
as well. Fire is an enemy that does not parley; it will be either mas
ter or slave. 

The first fire in Jaffrey of which a record has been found, happened on the cold
est night of the winter, Friday,-Saturday, Feb. 27-28, 1784, when the farm build
ings, tavern, and store of Col. Jedediah Sanger, near Gap Mountain, were entirely 
destroyed. Arthur Clark, a hired man, lost his life in the flames; and the financial 
loss of Col. Sanger resulted in his removal to the state of New York. (See sketch.) 

On the night of Feb. 13, 1788, the house of Rev. Laban Ainsworth, on the site 
of the present Ainsworth Manse, at Jaffrey Center, caught fire and burned to the 
ground. The house was unfinished and had been occupied but a short time. The 
fire was supposed to have caught in the carpenter's shavings and litter. Isaac 
Spofford, an eight year old son of Dea. Eleazer Spofford, a visitor in the minis
ter's family, lost his life in the flames, and Mrs. Ainsworth, in leaping from an up
stairs window was crippled for life. 

In March, 1793, the house of Hezekiah Chaplin burned with all contents. Mrs. 
Deborah (Mower) Chaplin advertised in the Columbian Informer, an early news
paper published at Keene, that shortly before the fire her husband, Hezekiah 
Chaplin, absconded, leaving her destitute with a new-born child. The place was 
southwest of the home of W. M. Cutter near the Rindge line. 

One of the first schoolhouses in town, in the southwest district No. 5, was burned 
in 1793. 

The most tragic fire in the history of Jaffrey occurred on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 1794, 
when John Butters and his wife, living on lot 20, range 4, went out for an evening 
call, leaving at home four children-John, ten years old; Cena, six; Polly, four; 
and Maria, two. By some means unknown, the house caught fire and all the 
children perished in the flames. The house was not rebuilt, and the parents, 
overcome by their loss, soon after left town. 

In the early part of April, 1804, on the site of the present St. Pierre's saw mill, 
in East Jaffrey, a clothiers' shop and fulling mill, belonging to Joseph Lincoln, 
was destroyed by fire. It was rebuilt. 

On Nov. 8, 1809, the store of Goodale & Hosmer, on the site of the present Brick 
Meeting-house in Jaffrey Center Village, was burned. (See chapter on stores.) 
According to Mr. Ainsworth's Diary, Mr. Goodale's house was burned at the 
same time. The entire property, as described for an auction sale twelve years 
before, consisted of a "Two-story house, with well close by the door; a house built 
for a store; a hatter's and a carpenter's shop and a barn." 

No. 1 schoolhouse was burned about 1814. (See schools.) 

The most destructive fire that ever visited Jaffrey Center Village occurred on 
the evening of Dec. 16, 1816. The large set of buildings owned by Asa Brigham, 
occupying the triangle made by the town common, the turnpike, and the old 
county road leading by the house now owned by Charles S. Phelps, was com-
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pletely destroyed. The buildings consisted of the former Danforth Tavern, with 
barns, blacksmith shop and sheds to the east, and an old house to the north, be
tween the tavern and the county road. In addition to the buildings there were 
twelve or fifteen tons of hay in the barns and forty to fifty cords of dry wood 
stored in sheds on the premises. The fire was discovered about nine o'clock, 
P. M.; a strong wind was blowing, and for a time all the houses in the vicinity were 
endangered. The fire caught in a pile of dry wood probably from a coal from the 
chimney. A part of the tavern building was occupied as a store, and most of the 
store goods and furniture of the house were saved. (See sketch of Asa Brigham.) 

In the summer of 1817, the buildings of Capt. Uriah Sawyer, who lived on the 
farm now owned as a summer residence by Isaac Sprague, Esq., were struck and 
burned by lightning. On September 1, Capt. Sawyer sold the farm to David 
Corey and removed to Brimfield, Ohio. 

On Dec. 24, 1820, the store of John Milliken, who lived on the Milliken farm, 
at present owned by Mrs. Georgia W. Yeatman, was burned with contents, to
gether with the house of John Ross, near-by. Robbery was suspected, with arson 
as a means of concealment. There were numerous articles of hardware in the 
stock of which no trace could be found in the ashes. The public was warned 
against dealing with persons having or vending a long list of articles described 
as belonging to the store. 

In 1823, the farmhouse of David Cutter in Mineral Spring Village was burned. 
The David Cutter farm was nearly all north of the turnpike, and the house 
burned was probably on the old road crossing the mountain stream at the former 
Bailey mill site and extending in a northerly direction about three-fourths of a 
mile to the former home site. The house was probably not rebuilt and the place 
has long been abandoned. 

Sunday morning, Apr. 17, 1825, the woolen factory of Edward and Oliver 
Bailey was discovered to be on fire about 2 A. M. The fire had made such progress 
that neither the buildings nor any part of the contents could be saved. The loss 
was estimated at $4000, with partial insurance. The mill was replaced by a 
woodworking shop. (See Chapter on Mills and Stores.) 

The day following the burning of the woolen factory above named, in Mineral 
Spring Village, at the same hour in the morning the blacksmith and triphammer 
shop of Capt. John Stone, situated about fifty rods down the stream from the 
woolen mill, was also burned with complete loss. There had been no fire in the 
place for thirty-six hours, and the mystery of the two burnings, so closely asso
ciated in time and manner, was never solved. The Stone shop made a variety 
of articles and was one of the best equipped in the region. It was located on the 
bank of the brook from which it derived its power, on the north side of the turn
pike, a few rods west of the present residence of Bernard Keegan. 

In 1828 the Cheshire Factory, located on the Peterborough road, on the site of 
the present mill of the same name, was burned. It was built by the Cheshire 
Manufacturing Company in 1823. It was rebuilt and has continued in operation 
to the present time. 

Saturday morning, July 26, 1828, the barn of Capt. Edward Spaulding on the 
original Phineas Spaulding farm in the southwest part of Jaffrey, was struck by 
lightning and burned. Loss $400. 
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In 1829 a barn on the farm of Oliver Jewett was struck by lightning and burned 
with contents. The farm is now owned by Peter N. Proctor. 

In 1831 the barn of John Hodge, in school district No. 3, was burned. The 
Hodge farm is at present owned by James Murphy. 

Monday evening, March 12, 1832, during a thunder storm, an unusual occur
rence for the season, the barn of Abel Cutter, on the farm, now (1931) owned by 
George R. Brown, was struck by lightning and burned with a large quantity of 
hay and nearly thirty sheep. 

A sawmill on the stream flowing from Hodge Pond, near the present residence 
of George 0. Turner, built by John Hodge in 1833, was burned in 1836. It was 
immediately rebuilt but was torn down and removed in 1860. 

On Sunday, Jan. 31, 1836, the Jaffrey Poor House, on the farm in the northeast 
part of Jaffrey, now (1931) owned by Clement R. Lamson, Esq., as a summer resi
dence, was burned with contents. At the following March meeting the town 
appropriated $160 to reimburse Jacob Adams, superintendent, for private prop
erty lost, and $1500 toward the erection of the present brick house on the premises. 

The starch factory at Squantum Village, owned by Oliver and Eldad Prescott, 
but rented and operated by Samuel Abbott, was burned in the early evening of 
Jan. 2, 1839, and Abbott lost his life in the flames. He was a man of fine char
acter and unusual ability. (See Mills, also sketch of Samuel Abbott.) 

Friday, Sept. 23, 1842, the house and barns, with all their contents, of Col. 
Charles A. Jewell, near Gap Mountain, were burned. Col. Jewell saved his papers 
and his watch. The Jewell farm was afterward known as the Daniel Field place, 
and is (1931) owned by Mr. Field's daughter, Mrs. Idella F. Bordeau. 

Caleb Cutter's house, east of the old road to Dublin, and about a half mile north 
of The Ark, was, according to the former History of Jaffrey, burned on an un
named date. In March, 1850, on account of impaired health, Cutter advertised 
the place for sale, described as "the farm on which I now live, one and one-half 
miles north of Jaffrey center on the road to Dublin; 120 acres, the house nearly 
new." A fifty per cent drop in his tax valuation in 1856, probably indicates the 
approximate time of the fire, after which Caleb Cutter removed to Shirley, Mass. 

According to a newspaper account published in the New Hampshire Sentinel, 
Aug. 20, 1858, describing a visit to the Mountain at that time, there was then a 
house of entertainment attainable by horses about a half hour's time from the 
gate at the entrance of the Mountain road. This house, said to have succeeded 
one burned two years before, was probably the one built by Moses Cudworth in 
1857, and the house burned in 1856 was the lodging house built by Joseph Fassett, 
north of the site of the barn connected with the present Half Way House, where 
its foundations may still be seen. Cudworth retained ownership of the house 
built in 1857, until 1865, when the property came into possession of George Rice 
of Fitzwilliam. 

A dry house for drying cloth belonging to A. Bascom & Co., was burned Nov. 
30, 1859. The fire company responded promptly, and by preventing the spread 
of the flames, saved the mills, and according to contemporary account, demons
trated to the skeptical that a well supported fire department is a valuable asset 
in a town. 

The house on the John Cutter farm in the village on the mountain road called 
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Ballou, was burned about 1860. The fire is said to have resulted from the boiling 
of sap in the building. This house was south of the turnpike, or mountain road, 
and was on or near the site of the house now owned by George H. Duncan. 

On April 15, 1865, the old Foster Fulling Mill, belonging to Dr. 0. H. Bradley 
and Charles H. Powers, on site of the present St. Pierre's saw mill, was burned. 
It had been bought and fitted up for the manufacture of stockings. Loss, $10,000; 
insurance $6000. 

On Oct. 6, 1866, the Half Way House on Monadnock was burned on the closing 
day of the season of the first year of its operation, shortly after the proprietor and 
his help had left it. It was a three and one-half story house built on the most 
approved pattern of mountain hotels in its day. 

On Jan. 7, 1867, Mower & Pierce's broom shop in East Jaffrey village was 
burned. The fire was supposed to have caught from a stove while the workmen 
were out at dinner. Loss about $1500; partially insured. 

On March 4, 1867, the house of William Hogan, on the former John Cutter 
farm, north of The Ark, was burned, taking fire from a defective chimney. 

On June 25, 1868, the barn of Mrs. Bartenbach, near Lincoln Corner, on the 
old PetNborough road, was burned. 

A disastrous fire occurred in East Jaffrey village, June 28, 1868. At 3 o'clock, 
A. M., an alarm was given that Dexter Pierce's mill and box shop on the river below 
the present village stone bridge, was on fire. The fire company responded prompt
ly, but the wind was strong and there was much inflammable property within a 
small adjacent area; and the flames spread rapidly until not only Pierce's mill, 
but George Emery's buildings, Charles Hanscom's paint and wheelwright shop, 
a Mr. Johnson's shop and Mrs. Austin Prescott's house were all destroyed. By 
great and continued effort of the firemen who kept their engine continuously at 
work until after daylight, and at intervals during the forenoon, Mr. Johnson's 
barn and adjoining property were saved. This was undoubtedly the most 
destructive fire in the history of the town up to that time. 

On Oct. 14, 1870, Bascom's store house for waste cotton burned with contents. 
"The fire company responded promptly and the fire was prevented from spread
ing further." The loss was estimated at $1500; no insurance. According to 
newspaper account, the fire was thought to have originated from the pipe of a 
workman who was in the building in the early evening. 

On Nov. 3, 1871, the Henderson place, unoccupied but owned by Asa Chamber
lain, was burned. It was situated a few rods west of the buildings known as 
Maple Lawn Villa. It was described in an advertisement in 1831 as follows: 
"A two-story house well finished in handsome style; a store adjoining, a good barn 
and other outbuildings. The whole to be sold for one half what the buildings 
cost." It was further described as being on the turnpike from Boston to Mon
treal. The fire was supposed to be of incendiary origin. 

On the evening of March 1, 1872, the soap factory at Squantum Village, for
merly owned by Oliver P. Hunt, was burned. It was owned at the time by 
William Lehnert of East Jaffrey, and was on the site now occupied by Patterson's 
dance hall. 

Two barns on the farm of the estate of George 0. Richardson, the former Asa 
Baker farm, in the west part of Jaffrey, near the Fitzwilliam line, were struck by 
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lightning and burned on Wednesday afternoon, June 17, 1874, with fifty to sixty 
tons of hay and all farming tools connected with the place. The farm was ad
vertised to be sold the following day. Loss was $2500; insurance, $1700. 

On Friday, Aug. 14, 1874, the sawmill owned by Lafayette Blood, situated on 
the site of the Bailey Mills in Mineral Spring Village, was burned with loss esti
mated at $2000. The fire was thought to be of incendiary origin. Clothes pins 
and chair stock, as well as lumber, were products of the mill. 

The most destructive fire in the history of Jaffrey broke out about 2 o'clock 
Sunday morning, March 21, 1875, in the stable connected with the Granite State 
Hotel in East Jaffrey Village. On the site of the present bank building stood the 
hotel, a square three and one-half story building of Colonial design, standing nearer 
Main street than the present bank building, with a long two-story ell extending 
northward, and sheds and large barns at right angles, reaching half way to the 
present store of the Abbott Clothing Store. Between these two buildings was 
the New Bank Building of brick, the foundations of which remain. This build
ing consisted of two stories of unusual height, with a mansard roof. The village 
square, the center of social and business activities, was the pride of the town. The 
fire in the combustible contents of the barns spread with great rapidity, and with 
no means of checking it except the hand fire engine of the town, it was soon be
yond control. A messenger was sent to Peterborough and the fire company from 
that town responded but too late to do more than help protect surrounding prop
erty. The J. S. Lacy Store, now owned by Simon Abbott, was almost under the 
eaves of the bank building and was saved only by great effort. The dwelling of 
Rebecca Bacon, at its rear, on the site of the present Belletete store was destroyed 
with the bank block and, of the extensive buildings of the Granite State Hotel, 
only ashes were left. The loss at the reduced valuation of that day, following the 
panic of 1873, was reckoned at $45,000. Six horses, valued at $2,000, among 
them a valuable team with equipment, belonging to the Cotton Mills, were lost. 

In the bank block, the most modern and finest building in town, was the store 
of W. L. Goodnow & Co., then in its inception, which was burned out with a loss 
estimated at $3,000. The newly fitted and stocked drug store of S. B. Fiske on 
the east side of the building, lower floor, was nearly a total loss; and on the second 
floor, C. A. Parks, lawyer, and treasurer of the Monadnock Railroad, lost his safe 
and furniture, but saved his law books and valuable records. The bank, in addi
tion to its building, lost its fixtures and furniture and its vaults were seriously 
damaged. In the third story, Charity Lodge of Masons had newly furnished 
an attractive hall and its loss was complete, including priceless records going back 
to the organization of the lodge in 1806. 

Coming in the hard times in the readjustment period following the Civil War, 
it was a stunning blow. All day Sunday, people from the outskirts and from sur
rounding towns drove in to view the ruins and get the news. It seemed that the 
heart of the community had been destroyed and people gloomily predicted that 
the town could never recover. 

Thursday evening, May 20, 1875, Dea. Josiah Mower, then seventy-six years 
of age and living on the Mower Hill in the south part of the town on land now a 
part of the Henry M. B. Stearns farm, in a fit of aberration, set fire to his buildings, 
and, after arousing his family who had retired for the night, he went to an unoc
cupied house on the same farm and attempted suicide by cutting his throat and 
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severely slashing both arms. His home buildings were burned to the ground and 
after the fire, he was found unconscious in the other house but recovered. 

On April 8, 1876, the house of Rev. W. L. S. Clark, the former Hunt homestead, 
near Contoocook Lake, now (1931) occupied as a summer recreation resort, 
caught fire by a spark from the chimney falling on the roof and before help ar
rived the fire was beyond control. Mr. Clark, who was highly respected by his 
neighbors, was a retired Presbyterian minister, who had in his active years served 
many years in the new territory of the West as a circuit rider. He came to Jaffrey 
from Sardinia, Ohio, in August, 1875, with his wife and a daughter intending 
to spend his last days in comfort and retirement. By the fire he met with such 
a reverse in his plans that he sold his farm and accepted a call to resume preach
ing in Temple, N. H. 

On March 23, 1877, the village of East Jaffrey met with a second disheartening 
loss in the destruction of the new Building of the Monadnock National Bank, 
erected on the site of the building burned two years before. The alarm was 
given soon after midnight and the fire company were quickly on the ground, but 
could do little more than protect surrounding property. A messenger was sent 
to Peterborough for help, and the fire department of that town responded by a 
special train carrying men and equipment, but on their arrival the fire was so far 
under control that their engine was not unloaded from the car. The building was 
occupied by W. F. Heywood as tin shop in the basement; S. B. Fiske, druggist, 
first floor; Bank, second floor; Masonic Lodge, upper floor. The building was 
insured for $8,000; Fiske's stock, $2,400; Heywood had a small insurance. This 
was the second time the bank was burned. 

By the brave effort of the fire company the Lacy store was again saved, but a 
Nemesis of reaction seemed to follow the spirit of enterprise and progress that had 
built, in the face of extreme hard times, two modern business buildings and had 
lost both in a period of little more than two years. A feeling of discouragement 
settled upon the village. The fire was supposed to be the work of an incendiary 
with whom it seemed useless to contend. The ruins of the burned structure re
mained untouched for several months, when the old spirit again asserted itself, 
and largely through the efforts of Peter Upton, supported .financially and other
wise by the leading men of the town, Benjamin Pierce bought the site and ruins 
of the former bank builaing and transformed them into a village hotel of credit
able appearance, and the Monadnock National Bank erected upon the site of the 
former hotel, the small but attractive building which still serves the purposes of 
the two banks of the village. 

On the day following the burning of the Bank Building, Saturday, March 24, 
1877, the chair stock mill of John F. Wheeler at Squantum Village was burned 
with a loss of $2500, or more. This mill had been built many years before as a 
clothier's shop, and had been used successively as a cabinet maker's shop and for 
various lines of woodworking. Mr. Wheeler was a fine mechanic and his mill, 
equipped with the latest machinery in its line was a promising enterprise, but for 
want of .financial support it was not rebuilt. 

The brick house on the Nathaniel Cutter farm at Jaffrey Center was burned 
Thursday morning, Jan. 1, 1880. The fire, supposed to have caught from the 
burning out of a chimney early in the morning, was not discovered until it had 
made such headway that little except the furniture could be saved. The fire 
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company from East Jaffrey responded and with the assistance of the citizens 
succeeded in saving the adjoining ell and sheds. The place was insured. 

On June 8, 1883, at 7 P. M., an alarm was given for a fire in the barn of John H. 
Fox, at the place in East Jaffrey Village, at present (1931) known as Red Mill 
Inn. The barn was destroyed, but by good work of the fire department, the 
other buildings, with which it was connected, were saved. 

The barn of Alvah Parker, south of Jaffrey Center, was struck by lightning 
and burned, July 7, 1883. 

The combined house and barn, on Thorndike road, Jaffrey Center, opposite 
the present residence of Mrs. Elizabeth Cabot, was burned about midnight, July 
7-8, 1883. The building was unoccupied at the time and the cause of the fire is 
unknown. Insurance $2000. 

On December 7, 1883, the house of Leonard 0. Smith, the former Peter Powers 
and, later, John Grant place, near Gilmore Pond, was burned. It was rebuilt by 
Mr. Smith, and is at present owned by Mrs. Paul Kimball. 

On June 8, 1885, the house of James T. Brown, on the Mountain Road, Jaffrey 
Center, the former Dinsmore place, was burned. The house was rebuilt on an 
enlarged scale by Mr. and Mrs. Brown, and used for some time as a summer 
boarding house. It is owned (1931) by Edmund C. Shattuck, and known as 
Maple Lawn Villa. 

The former Woodbury house on Woodbury Hill, east of Thorndike Pond, was 
moved by Peter Hogan to the south side of the hill near the road by the present 
home of Blick Brothers. On Friday afternoon, May 11, 1888, the house, barn, 
and contents were burned, and Mr. Hogan thereafter made his home in the old 
No. 10 schoolhouse near-by, until the death of his wife in September, 1888. (The 
date of the fire as given in Vol. II is incorrect.) 

The former Bacon Mill, on the Peterborough Road, owned by Asahel S. Ray
mond, was burned on the morning of December 18, 1891. It was an up-to-date 
mill, with ample water power, and was used in the manufacture of lumber and 
chair stock. It was not rebuilt, and the privilege is owned by White Brothers. 

On April 11, 1892, a building at Squantum Village, owned by Charles L. Strat
ton, was burned. It contained a wheelwright and blacksmith shop and cider 
mill. Insurance on machinery only. Mr. Stratton did not rebuild, but removed 
to East Jaffrey Village, where he bought for mill purposes the place still owned 
by his estate. 

The barn of .John Wellington was struck by lightning, June 17, 1892, and nearly 
consumed by fire. A horse was instantly killed. 

The saw mill and chair stock factory of Henry H. Sawtelle, the former Heath 
and Gilmore mill at Slab City, south of Jaffrey Center, with a near-by barn, was 
burned in the early morning of Dec. 3, 1892. Insurance $2000. It has not been 
rebuilt. 

On May 6, 1893, the two-story house on the north side of the turnpike, facing 
the Baptist Common, and owned by Mrs. B. L. Baldwin, was burned. The house 
was connected by an ell and shed with the Baptist Parsonage, which was saved 
by hard and effective work of the fire company. The lot was soon after sold to 
Lyman K. Sawtelle, who built the present house on the premises, owned by Miss 
Elsie D. Mower. 
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James Condon's barn on the Rindge road, on the site of the present dwelling 
of Fred F. Bass, was struck by lightning and burned together with his adjoining 
house, Sunday afternoon, Aug. 27, 1893. 

On Dec. 21, 1893, the Mansion House on the Bailey homestead was burned. 
It was built by Oliver Bailey, who with his father, David, settled on the place 
and cleared a farm. It was a large square house, and one of the few in the town
ship at the time which could be appropriately termed a Mansion. It remained 
in the family for three generations until sold by Clarence S. Bailey, grandson of 
the builder, to Dr. Charles P. Lyman. The place was plainly visible from Jaffrey 
Center and was watched with neighborly concern by Jonas Cutter from his hotel 
by Jaffrey Common, where he was confined by illness. In his diary he wrote, 

"Dec. 21, 1893. 9 o'ck Dr. Lyman's House is on fire. 10. Most all gone. 
I'm hardly able to hold my head up." 

The present large and attractive residence on the Bailey homestead was built 
in 1915, by Samuel P. Nightingale, in whose family it still remains. From beauty 
of its setting, with Monadnock for a background, it is one of the finest estates in 
the Monadnock Region. 

A fire with fatal consequences occurred in East Jaffrey Village on Sunday morn
ing, March 7, 1897. A house on the old Dublin road, on or near the site of the 
present residence of Robert Hamill, was burned with contents, and Charles 
Knowlton and Crosby A. Lakin, roomers in an upper room in the house, lost their 
lives in the flames. When the fire was discovered the house was wrapped in 
flames and the fire beyond control. The house was occupied by the family of 
John Gobeil, consisting of himself and wife and several small children. They 
barely escaped with their lives, losing practically all their possessions. It was 
known that the alcoholic victims returned from Winchendon on the evening train 
with a supply of liquor. Their room was lighted by a kerosene lamp, and it was 
supposed that rising in the night to renew their potations, they tipped the table 
over, and were too intoxicated to save themselves or give an alarm. An inquest 
was held and barely sufficient evidence was found from the burned remnants of 
the bodies for identification. 

The steam saw mill of Edward C. Boynton in the south part of East Jaffrey 
Village, at the foot of Tyler Hill, was destroyed by fire on the night of Aug. 13-14, 
1897, between 11 :45 P. M. and 1 :45 A. M. 

The extensive buildings of John B. Shedd, on the Peterborough road, were com
pletely destroyed by fire, March 6, 1899. Lack of water supply made it impossi
ble to overcome the headway gained by the flames. The buildings were replaced 
by Mr. Shedd and his son, Frank E. Shedd, and they are at present (1931) owned 
by George H. Gentsch. 

Cutter's Hotel at Jaffrey Center, one of the best known hotels catering to 
tourists and summer boarders in southern New Hampshire, was burned Thursday, 
Nov. 14, 1901. It was built as a stage tavern on the Third New Hampshire 
Turnpike in 1816. (See Chapters XVI and XXX.) 

On July 14, 1903, two barns on the farm of John W. Poole were burned. This 
is the former Joel Cutter place on the Ark road, north of Shattuck Inn. 

On May 17, 1906, an alarm of fire was sounded at 9:15 in the evening, occa
sioned by a fire in the barn and livery stable connected with the buildings on Main 
Street, East Jaffrey, next east of the railroad, owned by E. 0. McCarthy, and 
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occupied as a livery stable by Thomas Meer. Then as now the buildings on the 
premises were all of wood and very compact and inflammable. The barn was 
practically destroyed but all the surrounding buildings were saved. It was one 
of the hardest fought battles in the history of the fire department, and only the 
limitless supply of water under pressure from the new water works saved the 
surrounding section of the village from destruction. Four lines of hose were laid 
and the chemical equipment of the department was also used. A loss greatly 
regretted was that of the old Jaffrey stage coach, then owned and in use by Mr. 
Meer, which was burned with the barn in which it was stored. 

"Tues. Mar. 26, 1907. Will Royce's House all burned up. abt. 8 oclock. 
Caught from Chimbly." J. Cutter's Diary. 

This house was on the Lt. John Harper place near the Underwood homestead 
in the southwest part of the town. It was a low house (one story) of the common 
early New England type, with large central chimney. It was replaced by the 
cottage on the same site still owned by the Royce family. 

On Feb. 7, 1909, the barn on the farm of Charles F. Miller, near the Dublin 
line, was destroyed by fire. The farm was originally known as the Levi Fisk 
place and later as that of B. Frank Prescott. 

The Shattuck Inn, a house with accommodations for a hundred guests, was 
burned June 19, 1909. A large addition to the house was under construction and 
the fire caught in the carpenter's litter in a woodshed connected with the place. 
Plans for a new and larger house were immediately prepared, and resulted in the 
present large and attractive Inn. 

The Bigelow store at Jaffrey Center, built by Joseph T. Bigelow in 1862, was· 
burned Sept. 21, 1910. It was owned by the Misses Carrie F. and Georgia A. 
Bigelow, and occupied by Frank H. Chase. 

On Aug. 22, 1912, the barn at The Ark, belonging to Joel H. Poole was struck 
by lightning and burned. It was immediately rebuilt. 

The barn of the summer estate of A. Baldwin of New Orleans was burned July 
10, 1913. Mr. Baldwin replaced the old barn with a greatly improved building. 

On Sunday, Oct. 12, 1913, the house on the former Jonathan D. Turner place 
on the road from Hadley Crossing to the old Town Farm, was burned. Later 
owners of the place were Elbridge Donovan, and George L. Jaquith, owner at. 
the time of the fire. The house was not rebuilt and the place is now abandoned. 

On Oct. 12, 1914, a cottage at Shattuck Inn was burned. 

The factory of the Granite State Tack Co., in East Jaffrey Village, on the site 
of the present St. Peter's saw mill, was burned on the night of July 20, 1915. The 
factory building was old and oil-soaked, having been built by Reuben Ramsdell 
as a box factory, following the burning of Bradley & Powers stocking mill on the 
same site in 1865, and water had but little effect on the flames. It was the third 
building destroyed by fire on this site. Four hydrant streams under heavy 
pressure were turned onto the fire, and the firemen worked knee deep in water, 
facing the flames. After nearly two and a half hours stubborn fighting the fire 
was brought under control, without having broken through the roof except in 
two places, and without having burned the floors. The machinery was thus 
saved from total loss, but the building was so badly damaged that it was torn 
down, and the business was taken over by the U. S. Shoe Machinery Co. in a new 
factory erected for the purpose. 
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The schoolhouse in District No. 3 was burned on Feb. 4, 1916, (see Schools). 

On the 16th of August, 1917, in the early evening, the barn of A. & C. A. Saw
yer, on the farm at present owned by Jason C. Sawyer, was struck by lightning 
and burned. It was replaced by the large, modern barn now on the premises. 

On Dec. 28, 1917, the house of Joseph Robichaud on Old Peterborough Road, 
East Jaffrey, took fire and was destroyed. The fire company responded, but 
could not render immediate service as the only hydrant available was frozen, 
the only failure of the kind reported by the fire department in thirty years that 
the town water system has been in operation. 

On June 19, 1919, a garage on the Delcie D. Bean homestead was burned. 

The new Cutter House at Jaffrey Center, facing the Common, on the Mountain 
Road, was destroyed by fire with a heavy loss, on July 22, 1922. It was built 
and owned by Mortimer E. Cutter, and at time of fire occupied by M. E. Willard. 

On Sunday morning, Apr. 22, 1923, occurred the greatest single fire loss in the 
history of Jaffrey. A large pile of seasoned pine plank in the yards of the Bean 
& Symonds Co., in East Jaffrey, on the Peterborough Road, was discovered to 
be on fire at 2:45 A. M. The fire company responded, but the nature of the ma
terial and the headway gained by the flames had produced a fire beyond the con
trol of any ordinary village or city system, and practically the entire stock of four 
million feet of lumber was destroyed, with a loss of not less than $100,000. 

At the same time, the house of Alfred Dubois, on the opposite side of the road, 
caught fire from the intense heat of burning lumber, and was damaged badly. 

The Granite State Hotel, on the Village Square, East Jaffrey, was found to be 
on fire at about 3:30 in the morning of May 28, 1923. The fire that had worked 
up through the interior partitions of the building, was so concealed and so wide
spread that nine fire streams applied as effectively as possible by the fire depart
ment failed to overcome it. Only the brick walls of the main building, and the 
charred frame of the ell and barn remained; and with these removed the site has 
remained unoccupied to the present time. 

On June 7, 1923, the barn of Rev. M. L. Cutler, on Tyler Hill, south of East Jaf
frey Village, was struck by lightning and burned, with three cows and a horse. 

On May 12, 1924, the two-story, seventeen room house and ell, owned by Miss 
Grace A. Pierce (now Mrs. Carl Sterling) about one mile north of East Jaffrey 
Village, on the former A. D. Pierce farm, was burned with contents. 

On. Nov. 19, 1925, a cottage on the estate of Mrs. Pope Yeatman, was burned. 

On July 11, 1926, buildings of Paul Toupin, in the south part of Jaffrey, ad
joining the Rindge line, the former Isaac Bailey place, was burned. Total loss. 

On the night of Jan. 17, 1927, the Riverside Block, East Jaffrey, owned by 
Romolo Vanni, formerly known as Mower's Block, was burned. It was occupied 
by stores and by a hall used by local social and fraternal societies, and as a moving 
picture theatre. The charred ruins were removed and the lot is now owned and 
occupied by the Standard Oil Co., of New York, as a service station. 

On May 7, 1927, a shanty owned by John Champney was destroyed by fire. 

On Sept. 7, 1927, Lambert's Lunch Cart was badly damaged by fire in the early 
morning. It was replaced by a somewhat larger building. 

On the evening of May 14, 1929, two barns connected with the Annett Home-
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stead at Squantum Village were burned with contents. The fire department 
responded promptly and the house, built in 1828, and connected with the barns 
by a 100-foot ell, was saved together with the ell. 

On Jan. 22, 1930, the Gray Line Garage, in the south part of East Jaffrey Vil
lage, was burned with contents, including several automobiles. It was rebuilt. 

On April 27, 1930, the farm buildings on the Jonathan Page farm near the 
Fitzwilliam line, consisting of house, barn, and sheds, were destroyed by fire. 
The place was owned by Daniel C. Lynch, and there was no insurance. 

On April 24, 1931, the house of Mrs. Richard Letourneau, on old Peterborough 
Road, was badly damaged by fire; loss $3200. 

On the night of Nov. 10, 1931, a cottage, connected with The Ark, at the foot 
of Monadnock, was burned with contents. It was owned by Charles W. Bacon, 
and occupied by Viggo Brandt-Erichsen and wife. Loss $6,000. 

BOILER EXPLOSION 

The only steam boiler explosion ever known in Jaffrey happened on the morn
ing of the twenty-fifth of May, 1905, when a steam boiler in the basement of the 
Annett Manufacturing Co., box factory at Squantum exploded with terrific force. 

The building consisted of a central section of brick, forty by fifty feet, two stories 
in front and three in the rear; with east and west wings of heavy framed timber, 
making a total length of one hundred and twenty feet. 

The boiler was operated day and night to provide heat for dry houses connected 
with the plant, and the explosion, fortunately, happened at twenty-five minutes 
after six in the morning, before many of the workmen had arrived. Twenty-five 
to thirty hands were employed in the building, most of them in the part over and 
around the boiler, and had it been a half hour later a considerable loss of life would 
have been inevitable. Charles Wheeler, the night watchman, had only a few 
minutes before left the boiler room; and Asahel Annett and John Bois were the 
only persons in the building, and neither was injured. The central section of 
brick, having no yielding properties, was completely demolished. There was a 
heavy sound, followed by a thick cloud of dust and steam over the middle of the 
building, which collapsed and settled into the deep basement, filling it to a depth 
of more than twelve feet and burying the ruptured boiler beneath. An outside 
chimney seventy-five feet in height was so completely destroyed that hardly two 
bricks were left together. 

The force of the concussion pulled apart mortise and tenon in the extreme end 
of the wooden west wing, evidently exerting many tons pressure, but the yielding 
nature of the construction so absorbed the force of the shock that neither walls 
nor floors, though severely wracked, gave way; and, strangely, the two men in the 
building, one in the east wing and the other in the west, in plain view of the cen
tral upheaval, were little affected by the shock that bent and twisted steel shaft
ing, broke and crumpled twelve-inch brick walls and wrenched apart the framed 
posts and beams many feet beyond the places where they stood. 

Fire several times broke out in the debris that surrounded the exploded boiler, 
but it was quickly extinguished by hydrant service from the connected town 
water system. The boiler had been in use but a short time, and the risk was con
sidered so slight that no insurance was carried. The plant was immediately 
rebuilt and is still in operation. 




